




INTERVIEW: Denis Prci!, Chairman of the Board of Trustees of American University in 

BiH

American Dream Possible in BiH

In the three years of its existence, American University in BiH has set new standards in 

higher education in Bosnia and Herzegovina, justified the support it has received from US 

diplomats, and shown that the American dream is possible in our country. At this 

institution of higher education, there are 250 students in Tuzla and Sarajevo currently 

attending the College of International Finance and Banking, the College of Digital Economy 

and Information Technologies, and the College of International Law and Diplomacy, who 

will be receiving the internationally-recognized diploma issued by the State University of 

New York (SUNY).

The internationally-recognized diploma makes AUBiH stand out in comparison with 
other universities in our country. However, the work methodology is also quite different. 
Students are oriented towards career-building and not just to the mere theory of success 
in the course of study. 

The US education system is specific, and so the teaching process differs from education in 

BiH. Work methodology is such that students have a number of different tests, quizzes and 

final exams over the semester. Whether they like it or not, students must work on home 

assignments on a daily basis, take quizzes and do group projects every two or three days, 

which means that they have to work actively throughout the semester. There is no room for 

studying for a couple of days right before the exams. Students must attend classes regularly 

and study regularly. Excellent results simply must follow.

US Textbooks

Classes follow the SUNY curriculum, which includes the use of US textbooks whose 

authors are internationally-recognized. This semester we managed to secure free original 

US textbooks for all students, and we will give our best to continue with the same practice 

in the future. However, what makes added value in this specific system of education is the 

'Harvard case study' method applied in lectures, based on the processing and analysis of 

real business events and processes that have taken place somewhere in the world. These 

case studies have been selected owing to their importance as being examples from the 

practice that will be used in training future generations of businesspeople how to think 

critically, make decision and solve problems.

The 'Harvard case study' method is a novelty in BiH. What does it mean for AUBiH 
students?



With us, everyday is practice as a matter of fact, considering that we organize continued 

visits to BiH companies and state institutions, as well as the summer practice. 'Harvard case 

study' is very important because students learn from the experience of the best companies in 

the world, both from their good and bad sides. In that way, students become academically 

stronger, get a vision of how firms and corporations function, and get the experience from a 

manager making strategically important decisions.

It is essential that 'Harvard case study' methods are taught by distinguished US professors 

who, in addition to that, also share with their students their own experience from their 

business life.

AUBiH students are also registered as SUNY students, and have a privileged status of 
New York state residents. They also have an obligatory semester spent on a SUNY 
Campus in the USA in their 3rd year of study. What can they expect there?

There is no difference between AUBiH and SUNY students because they are all registered 

with the New York Department of Education, in the SUNY system which is the largest 

system of education in the world. As you noticed, AUBiH students are registered as New 

York state residents, which gives them certain benefits concerning the level of tuition fee in 

comparison with international SUNY students. This year, the first generation of our 

students will be going to the USA. During the semester the AUBiH students will be 

spending on a SUNY Campus, in addition to regular lectures, they will have the practice 

which includes visits to US companies on Wall Street and Manhattan. The program also 

includes visits to cultural and historical sites in New York, field trips to Niagara Falls and 

the surrounding mountains, and shopping at Wal-Mart’s. The stay of our students in the 

USA is also important in view of our intention to contribute to the development of 

educational, cultural and economic relations with the USA.

Student practice/internship

During their studies, students will have paid internship, so they will complete their 
studies with certain work experience. Where does practice take place?

AUBiH is the only university in BiH that guarantees practical experience for its students in 

line with the academic work program, by providing them with summer practice over the 

summer semester in renowned companies doing business in BiH (companies, state 

institutions, non-profit organizations etc.). The program is useful both for our students and 

the companies and institutions which decided to accept an AUBiH student for practice, as it 

ensures a two-way process of assessment and exchange of information and knowledge. In 

the fourth year of study, students also take one-semester practice in the USA, where they 

gain valuable experience and return to BiH to graduate. This is paid practice (internship) 

and the money earned will help them cover the living expenses in the USA.

In addition to SUNY diploma, application of contemporary teaching methods, 



professors coming from the USA, and a number of other advantages, your students 
have the privilege of having access to the SUNY digital library. This means a lot, since 
the BiH society is facing serious difficulties when it comes to access to international 
literature.

When I said that AUBiH students have the same status as their SUNY colleagues, with 

some 540,000 of them, it means that they actually have access to the digital library with 

more than 18 million different titles. Information is key, and knowledge is power. The US 

system of education and the access to such a digital library is a tremendous advantage the 

students are taking in order to further improve their skills and knowledge, and be stronger 

and more skillful. This is also a great benefit for AUBiH.

Administration in the service of students

At AUBiH, students do not waste time waiting in lines in front of the student 
administration office. What is the structure of the administration service?

At AUBiH, there is clear order and organization where procedures, responsibilities and 

tasks are clear to everyone, ranging from the Board of Trustees to the administration and 

students. The US system of education is organized in such a way as to ensure the 

professors’ full commitment to students, the teaching process and research. This means that 

the academic department is responsible for all administrative and technical affairs in support 

of the teaching process, while the professors focus on achieving high-quality teaching. 

Student administration service is responsible for the administration in BiH and SUNY. 

AUBiH students submit their student Ids at the end of the semester, the administration 

organizes the professors who provide their signatures to verify all of that, and at the 

beginning of the following semester, students receive their student Ids with grades in them.

AUBiH Info

For more information and detailed instructions on the admissions procedure in the 

academic year 2009/2010, please check our web site:  HYPERLINK "http://

www.aubih.edu.ba" www.aubih.edu.ba

Telephone numbers:

Sarajevo: 033 296 415

Tuzla: 035 321 050

Sarajevo address: Fra An!ela Zvizdovi"a 1, 71000 Sarajevo

Tuzla address: Ul.Mije Kero#evi"a Guje 3, 75000 Tuzla

E-mail: contact@aubih.edu.ba

AUBiH also offers a completely different professor-student relationship, considering 
the BiH understanding of that relationship.



Throughout their studies, students have daily contact with their professors who are both 

lecturers and mentors. Another important factor is that students gain experience with the 

understanding of their professors. The greatness of any human being lies in his ability to be 

simple and capable of equal communication. There is order, discipline and serious work in 

the classes, while mutual respect in the classes makes the greatness of the US system of 

education. After the classes, students can have coffee with their professors, have a chat, tell 

a joke if it takes. The point is that each individual student is taught the importance of 

communication, critical thinking, academic and intellectual freedom of expression. We 

'produce' intellectuals in the true sense of the word, and this is the essence of our diversity.

The distance-learning method itself is also organized in the way that lectures, 

communication and mentorship itself between SUNY professors and students takes place 

without any obstacles and regardless of the actual physical distance.

Market needs

While a number of students with degrees received from other universities end up 
registered with employment bureaus, AUBiH monitors the market needs when it comes 
to particular professions. How open are the BiH and international markets for AUBiH 
graduates?

According to statistics, persons holding an international diploma stand better chances of 

finding employment than students from a public university. Our students receive the US 

diploma as well, so, practically speaking, there are no obstacles for their career-building.

Another thing is the decision the young people and their parents need to make about what 

to study and where. This dilemma is even greater considering the uncertain perspective 

concerning their future employment. AUBiH produces a number of professionals required 

for the economic and political development of BiH. It is our goal to provide top-quality for 

our students, so that they can facilitate the development of local institutions and firms.

Therefore, we are developing in line with the assessed market needs. The development 

plans we implement best indicate the market needs. In addition to the existing colleges in 

Tuzla and Sarajevo, we will open the College of International Law and Diplomacy in Banja 

Luka, and American University in Belgrade in the fall.

Lectures are done in English exclusively. What is the level of English command 
required to enroll in AUBiH?

Students with high school command of English may enroll in AUBiH. However, AUBiH 

makes the assessment of their English command with a view to their mastering the 

language. We provide the students with the possibility of English training free of charge by 

means of our American School of English. We help them prepare and grasp the 

methodology of work at AUBiH. It takes very little time for them to develop such English 

command making it very easy for them to attend classes.



The tuition fee is rather high when compared to average local income. However, 
considering the investment in education that can be received from AUBiH, and the 
opportunities the dual diploma may create, it can be concluded that the tuition fee is a 
reasonable amount.

The tuition fee is 5,500 EUR per academic year, which is a lot of money in local terms, so 

we offer 12-year repayment loans. This is one third of the tuition fees, while SUNY 

provides the other two thirds of the tuition fee. If students and their parents realize what 

they get and what they will have once they graduate from AUBiH, is it much? You only go 

to university and receive education that is important throughout your life once. The diploma 

that knows no boundaries and an excellent command of English help our students make 

their American dream come true.

Support from the US diplomacy

AUBiH enjoys the support of US diplomats, and their support goes beyond words. Can 
you explain how they support you?

Naturally, AUBiH could not exist without the support of the State Department and the US 

Embassy in BiH. Currently, there are three former US ambassadors in the Board of 

Trustees, Clifford Bond, William Montgomery and Ralph Johnson, who have their 

practical tasks. Dutch Summers, a US billionaire, also a businessman whose interest in 

AUBiH is yet another confirmation that we are on the right track, is a true AUBiH friend 

and donor. 

The composition of the Board of Trustees, including the abovementioned US diplomats, 
also includes Mirsad Kurtovi!, UNITIC Director, ambassador Igor Davidovi!, BiH 
Permanent Representative to the UN, "eljko Kopanja, Director of 'Nezavisne novine', 
and Mijo Mi!i!, Secretary-General of the Banks Association of FBiH, says enough 
about the dignity of AUBiH, regardless of initial suspicion some had.

All of these people work for the benefit of BiH, so each one of us has his own task that 

ensures a better prosperity for our country through development of higher education.

We are trying, to the best of our ability, to enhance the standards and contribute to further 

development of the business atmosphere for investments in BiH. This is the greatest 

importance of AUBiH, while all of us work together for the benefit of our students and 

BiH. We have justified the trust and are one of the best examples in BiH.

The opening of AUBiH proves that the American dream is possible in BiH. The idea 
was created while you were living in the USA?

Ever since 1995, my goal has been to help my friends and students in BiH to receive good 

education through the US system of education which I saw and experienced. Upon my 



initiative, we opened the American College for Management and Technology in Dubrovnik 

in 1997, in Kosovo in 2003 and in 2006 we had our first generation of AUBiH students. 

We started from scratch, and have built a very solid system within a short period of time, 

showing that the vision about American University in BiH has become reality. We have 

proven that the American dream is possible in BiH. AUBiH is here as a role model, and we 

hope that all of our students' dreams will come true, as they are capable of making the same 

projects, or even better projects than American University in BiH, as I expect them to.

M.D.A.
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Strong links between AUBiH and SUNY

'Our relationship with the State University of New York is that of partners; however, 

AUBiH had previously complied with all regulations and met all standards required by 

SUNY. Practically, this means that, in addition to having access to the US professors 

coming from SUNY, learning aids, databases, learning methods, our students are at the 

same time students of SUNY Canton. They are also registered with the New York 

Department of Education. Therefore, this is about an original mode of study typical of us, 

which clearly distinguishes us from others.' In simple terms, this is one of our important 

competitive advantages.


